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Zhu Zhu Pets, Mindflex and Uggs
Dominate

It's that time of year again—my yearly holiday
tradition of checking in on the U.S._ Internet users
(10 million of them to be exact) to determine the
hottest gifts for this holiday season.

Adfter running this list for the past six years, | am
always surprised to see that certain toys and
brands continue to dominate search terms despite
all the high-tech wonders that fill the shelves. The
toy category is still dominated by searches for
Legos and Hot Wheels.

Here are the top 10 toy searches according to

2009:

1.Zhu Zhu Pets

2 American Girl dolls
3 Lego

4 Littlest Pet Shop
5 Airsoft guns

6. Mindflex

7 Power Wheels
g.Paintball guns

9 Hotwheels

10 Pillow Pets

This year, the runaway favorite despite safety concemns is the Zhu Zhu Pet, a small, furry motonzed
hamster that coos and purrs when petted. California consumer protection group and website
GoodGuide.com reported earlier that its testing found the heavy metal antimony in one of the Zhu Zhu
Pets it tested. The Consumer Product Safety Commission reported Tuesday, however, that the robotic
hamsters met all safety guidelines.

Beyond the now-cleared Zhu Zhu Pet, when comparing last year's top 10 toy searches with this year's,

new toys include plush toy Pillow Pets and Mindflex, a toy that allows users to use their brainwaves to
move a ball through an obstacle course.
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